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Reflections on the 1&th
General Chapter

Fr. Provinical John Chang

The 18th General Chapter
took place at Nemi from June 17 to
July 14, 2018 with the theme: “The
Love of Christ impels us, rooted
in the Word and committed to His
Mission”. There were delegates
from 58 PRMs (45 Provinces, 10
Regions, and 3 Missions) covering 80 countries
representing more than 5000 Confreres.

There were 3 things that impressed me
most. First, back to our root, the spirituality of
our Founder, Arnold Jassen manifested in his
discernment of God’s will. We, too, should try
our best to continue to discern the will of God
in today’s context, especially together with the
people we serve.

Second, our name is our mission. As we bear
Divine Word as the name of our congregation,
therefore, being the ministers of the Divine
Word, the Bible is our mission. We should give
more emphasis on the importance of the biblical
apostolate and carry it out as the mission of our
congregation.

Third, care for the marginalized, the poor,
the deprived and the oppressed. We as Divine
Word Missionaries have a special concern for
the marginalized, the poor, the oppressed of our
society. The world is facing the phenomenon of
globalization, the international mobilization, we
as an international congregation can offer better
service to the migrants, the refugees, the deprived
and the marginalized of our society.

Besides, during the course of the General
Chapter, all the participants were divided into
12 Bible and Sharing groups. 1 would say that

through the smaller group dynamics of sharing, in
short time the delegates feel connected and have a
sense of belonging and participation.

Bearing the situation of our Province in
mind, I would like to encourage our district
superiors or prases of different communities to put
into practice the regular bible sharing. If you are
doing it already please keep it, if you have done it
please start doing it soon. It is very beneficial for
the community building and mutual connecting in
the Word.

Please also bear the
spirit of discernment and be
open the signs of the time
in your particular situation.
Asides from doing what you
are doing all the time, give .
some space for the surprise 47),
of the divine inspiration, and *
be open to move on for new
calling to fulfill our religious
missionary vocation.

Happy Easter!
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Comments on
Home Leave
Policy

There were discussions on Home leave
policy during the General Chapter. Because of
the influence of convenience of transportation
and information, and the growing demand of
our service, there is a tendency to expect to
have less duration and more frequency of home
leave.
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The current most common practice
of home leave is 3 months every 3 years
now. The possibility of having 6 weeks to
2 months every 2 years, or 3 weeks to one
month every year was proposed and discussed.
However, taking the costly air ticket caused by
intercontinental travel into consideration and
the different financial situation of each PRM,
either to keep the current practice or to reduce
the duration to 6 weeks or 2 months with the
same frequency of 3 years when the service
demands seems to be more acceptable to all.
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Just for your information, according
to the new “Norms Regarding Holidays for
Diocesan Clergy and Religious Serving in the
Diocese of Macau”, our confreres are allowed
only to take 2 months holidays (one month
annual holiday plus one month extra holiday),
every three years.
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CALLED TO SERVE

Fr. Dennis Manzana

Divine Word Missionary, Patrik Palenik
was ordained Deacon last September 15, 2018.
Archbishop of Taipei John Hung Shan-chuan
S.V.D. acted as ordaining prelate. In his homily
the Archbishop reminded and encourages Patrik
to follow the example that Jesus himself has set,
which is to wholeheartedly serve God and His
people.



A
38
r i
il

¥

3

eqg N0 0

The ordination was held at Holy Trinity
Parish in Dapinglin, Xindian District, New Taipei
City where Patrik did apostolic ministry for
almost three years. He first served in Holy Trinity
Parish during his Regency year in 2015-2016 after
finishing two years of Mandarin studies at the
Center of Chinese Language and Culture of Fu
Jen Catholic University as part of the Overseas
Training Program. Having a deep desire to serve
the church in Taiwan, he continued his formation
and studies at Fu Jen Faculty of Theology of St.
Robert Bellarmine where he received the degree
of Master in Divinity on June 2018.

The celebration was graced by the presence
of his parents who flew all the way from Slovakia
to witness not only his ordination as deacon but
also his perpetual profession celebrated a week
earlier at St. Joseph Parish in Chiayi. Together
with the parishioners of Holy Trinity Church, and
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some parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish in Shulin
(where he will be serving as Deacon), as well as
members of the Servants of the Holy Spirit Sisters,
other religious communities, classmates, teachers
and friends joined with Patrik in celebrating his
consecration to serve God’s people in the footsteps
of Christ.

In his remarks at the end of the Mass, the
Father Provincial Superior highlighted Patrik’s
passion to serve the Chinese people. So strong
was his desire to serve the people of Taiwan that
his Petio Missionis only indicated two choices for
mission assignment. His first choice was China
Province and the second was ministry to Chinese
people. And thus taking his preference into
consideration, the Provincial gladly announce that
Patrik has been officially appointed to the China
Province by the Generalate. [l
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