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New Wine in New Wineskins

Fr. Provinical John Chang

In July this year, the theme of The 58th Annual
General Assembly of the Association of Major
Religious Superiors of Men and Women in Taiwan
was "New Wine in New Wineskins - The consecrated
life and its ongoing challenges since Vatican II",
published in 2017 by the Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.

I would like to share with you some excerpts and
quotations from the guidelines.The guidelines point
out that although the Institutes of consecrated life have
undergone extensive and rich innovation since Vatican

II, they still encounter constant challenges, especially
how to put the ideals of the Institutes of consecrated
life into practice in day-to-day life. God is constantly
calling on consecrated people to go forth from their
comfort zone to reach all the “peripheries” in need of
the light of the Gospel.

Faced with this challenge, we need to return to
Jesus - the Word of God, to draw from the fountain
of consecrated life, to find new paths, to be aware of
the challenges we face, to start anew, to prepare new
wineskins so that we can fill new wine to present a
new future.

"Nobody puts new wine into old wineskins; if
he does, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine
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is lost and the skins too. No! New wine, fresh skins!"
(Mk 2:22). Jesus' words and deeds are prophetic.
The quality of that prophetic aspect is compassion. A
style of new wine allows one to relate to others and
the environment in new ways. Jesus asks the people
in consecrated life to be as flexible, elastic, and open
as a new wineskin, by accepting and discerning the
challenges brought about by changes, responding to the
signs of the time, and obeying the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. However, whether the consecrated life is fruitful
or not depends on responding to the signs of the time
and obeying the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

"Each congregation has made a great effort
to reread and interpret the "primitive spirit of the
congregation ". This work has two main purposes:
to faithfully protect "the mind and purpose of the
founders," and "to boldly renew the pioneering spirit
and holiness of the founders in response to the signs
of the times in today's world." "Reviewing the past
is to look forward to the future. Our Society has
always emphasized that we must return to the original
intention of our founder. It is to start anew and answer
the challenges of today's era. For example, how our
founder, St. Arnold Janssen made good use of mass
communication to improve and promote missionary
awareness. Today, with the prevalence of the Internet,
we should also think about how to make good use of it
for evangelization.

After being inspired by the word of God, the
people in consecrated life need to find new ways,
because "The development of contemporary society
and culture has entered a stage of rapid, extensive,
unpredictable and chaotic change, which requires
consecrated life to constantly adjust in responding
to these challenges. This also leads to and requires
constant new responses to the crisis of historical
planning and the image of charism.” How consecrated
persons grasp the fundamental core that the consecrated
life is called to fulfill the prophetic office within the
Church for the well-being of mankind. However, in
the real world, the fears for the future have weakened
the people in consecrated life's resolve and diminished
their vitality to live out a prophetic mission.

The ongoing challenge is that "sociological
research has shown that young people do have
aspirations towards genuine values that they are willing
to commit to seriously. Young people are open to
transcendence and are capable of becoming passionate
about solidarity, caring, justice and freedom." Our
congregation faces a similar problem, and we are
unable to visibly attract young people to identify with
our religious life and join the religious group. Young
people are passionate about solidarity and freedom and
justice, as they long for true values and make serious
commitments to them. We must then ask ourselves why

the current way of life in our Society, including our
evangelization or apostolate, is not attracting young
people, whether we are living in fraternal communion,
living true values in our community life. Certainly,
there is still a lot of room for efforts in the practice of
solidarity and freedom, and justice. Pope Francis keeps
reminding us of the need for a constant commitment
and constant effort to live out the testimony of
a consecrated life and to demonstrate prophetic
compassion for the poor and the most vulnerable.

Inspired by the Word of God and aware of the
challenges of consecrated life, we must think about
how to prepare new wineskins, and how to prepare
ourselves to be able to carry the new wine.

This means that consecrated persons must return
to their fidelity in the Holy Spirit: Pope Francis invites
"everyone, in their respective communities, to have
the courage and creativity to reconsider the goals,
structures, styles and methods of evangelization". The
essence of the Gospel in the consecrated life is meant
to be the living prophecy, and comes from practical
attitudes and choices: the primacy of service (Mk
10:43-45), a steady journey towards the poor, and
solidarity with the least among us (Luke 9:48). This
requires the consecrated life to be constantly open to
the signs of the Holy Spirit, even to the breeze of the
Holy Spirit. "

In addition, it is also necessary to adjust the mode
of formation and the forming method for the formators.
The role of the initial formation "must render young
consecrated truly docilibis. This means teaching a free
heart to learn from the story of each day throughout
life in the style of Christ to be of service to all” and
“Continuous formation must be oriented according to
the ecclesial identity of consecrated life”. There are
"the new wines that the Spirit continues to give to his
Church". How do we make our wineskins equipped to
preserve the new wines? In this way, the new wines can
continue to ferment, breathe, brew and mature in the
new wineskins, and finally can be tasted and shared.

The theme of our 19th General Chapter, 2024:
"Your Light Must Shine Before Others" (Mt 5:16) -
Faithful and Creative Disciples in a Wounded World, is
also inviting each one of us through the inspiration of
the Divine Word, to ponder further how to better live
out the prophetic mission of our Society in the actual
world. ||

*The English PDF file of the Guidelines can be
downloaded from the following website:

http://www.congregationconsecratedlife.va/
content/dam/vitaconsacrata/LibriPPDF/Inglese/

New%20Wine%20in%20new%20Wineskins.pdf
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Dapinglin Holy Trinity Parish Celebrates 60th Anniversary

Holy Trinity Parish in Dapinglin is the second oldest SVD
Parish in Taiwan (the first is Alishan Parish Union). For a long
time, it was the only SVD Parish in the North of Taiwan. Dapinglin
Parish was established in 1962 by the late Cardinal Thomas Tien.
The current parish church was constructed at the end of 1964.

Not only for the time, but even today the architectural plan of the
church is remarkable for its great width, as well as its particular
style and feeling of elegance.

The most important part of our story at Holy Trinity Parish
is our membership, the brothers and sisters who compose this
parish, who have heard the Gospel, and gotten to know the Holy
Trinity. It is they, the people of our parish, who are the purpose and
the glory of this church. These brothers and sisters are truly worth
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celebrating, they who over the years have come
to know Jesus, who have allowed their lives to

be transformed, who have found belonging, who
continue to walk the journey of faith together, and
to serve others.

The 60th anniversary celebration is not
what we expected it to be, because, unfortunately,
we've had to face the effects of the Covid -19
pandemic. Since the beginning of May we have
seen an explosion of local transmissions, which
caused the parish priest Fathr Piotr Budkiewicz,
and the parish council as well, to worry about how
to make this celebration a memorable moment.
However, the 60th anniversary is not merely our
parish feast itself, but also an anniversary that is
worth remembering for the whole year. In June
there were plans for a concert and worship and
prayer session, but they were moved to September.
Even the Novena before the Feast Day, which
originally was to have been more solemn this
year was changed into a rather ordinary morning
Mass in the big church. But all this did not stop
our praise and gratitude to the Holy Triune God.
The Church is not a building, and not just an event
of celebration. The Church is a group of people
devoted to the mission of Jesus Christ himself.

The above spirit was also evident on the
day of the parish feast. At the end of the Mass, all
the faithful thanked the 9th parish council in our
history for its many efforts. This parish council
began a new era in the pastoral and evangelical
efforts of our parish, in particular: the live
broadcast of Sunday Mass.

Originally not a part of the parish plan, this

broadcast has since become a regular service,
especially important for those who cannot go out,
and yet still want to maintain a relationship with
the parish. But not only that, since the live Mass
broadcast is open to the public, so, regardless of
the place -- Taiwan or any corner of the world --
anyone can participate in it. We have met brothers
and sisters from all over Taiwan who said: We
also watch and participate in the live broadcast
of Dapinglin Holy Trinity Parish Mass. They

like its atmosphere, and praise its quality. So, the
challenge faced by the 9th parish council turned
into a good opportunity, thanks and praise to God
for that.

On the day of the parish Feast Day, a new
parish council (the 10th) began to function.
One of the good signs was that 7 new members
joined the council. The old members passed on
their experience and service roles, and now the
newcomers can gradually take over, and unleash
their creativity and energy.

On June 12, for the parish feast Day Mass,
we welcomed the presence of the Archbishop
Emeritus of Taipei, Archbishop John Hung
SVD, whose sermon emphasized the mission of
evangelization. At the same time, in his sermon,
Archbishop Hung expressed with different stories
that God called people to know Him at different
times, which is His mysterious plan. God has his
timetable; we don't need to worry too much. God
as the Holy Trinity is always cooperating. God the
Father created the heavens and the earth and all
things. Jesus Christ came to the world and lived
together with us, showing us the mercy of the
Father. The Holy Spirit came to a smaller place,
that is, into our hearts, to enlighten, protect, and
teach us and to help us understand everything that
Jesus has taught. He will tell us everything, and
He will lead the Church forward. [l
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Fr. Vu, Hung Thai Joseph, SVD
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My Overseas Training Program Experience

Frt. Karl Cabanalan, SVD
MR Bt

Experiencing the Overseas Training Program was
simply a mental construct for me back in 2017. That was
when the SVD Asia-Pacific Zonal Assembly was held at
Divine Word Seminary in Tagaytay. That Assembly was
important for me because it paved the way in transforming
"abstraction" to "reality." The assembly offered a direct
invitation to the Scholastics of DWST with an interest in
our OTP / ESP. This opportunity came directly from the
respective provincial superiors who were present. Lo and
behold! Two years later, I found myself immersed in the
OTP experience of the SVD China Province in Taiwan.

I would like to share a reflection here of my personal
experience in the country, TATW A N.

Trust in God.

Never having been abroad, with no personal knowledge
of the culture, the language, or the people of Taiwan, the
only and best thing to do was to surrender everything to

SVD China Province Newsletter
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God. I needed to trust that everything was in

His control. I can still clearly remember today

a mantra which I repeatedly recited in my mind
every time doubt and anxiety visited me while |
was preparing to leave my country: "Surprise me,
Lord." This was still the case as I sat in the plane
en route to Taiwan. I remember repeating those
words silently in my mind during those moments.
True enough, the program turned out to be full

of nothing but surprises. My life in the OTP was
indeed full of learning and adventures far beyond
my imagination. For this, I am forever grateful!

"The big three," culture,
language, and the people.

Earlier in my life with the SVD, it had never
surprised me to hear about "the big three." My
days in Taiwan, however, were more than that.
My Taiwan life was not a question of merely
"hearing," but of EXPERIENCING "the big
three" firsthand.

The Taiwanese culture is so rich that
I cannot expect or ask of myself to absorb
everything that my OTP offered me. But one thing
is clear. I really did feel Taiwan was my "home
away from home." I felt the care and appreciation
of the people I met, and with whom I lived, for
example, especially in the parishes where I stayed
for apostolate and exposure. I always felt the
encouragement and the challenge to continuously
develop my language ability. But I felt too an
inner push to develop myself personally in all
ways possible.

Inculturation.

One of the most memorable experiences I
had occurred when I was staying in the parish for
my exposure after graduating from my language
course. There in the parish, the Indigenous People
in particular, the fi[Z& % (Amis / Amei Tribe),
gave me a tribal name. For as long as I live, I will
treasure this incredible gesture. Receiving a tribal
name from our Indigenous People truly made me
feel that I was at that time and still am today one
with them. I must admit this was by far the most
touching moment in the mission field of Taiwan
that I experienced. Sure enough, it is also true that
it was but one of many significant moments for

me in my more than 2 years in the culture of this
lovely country.

Witnessing.

Amidst the language barrier and the
different ways of looking at life, it is undeniably
challenging to be in constant harmony with the
people I live with. I always find myself meditating
on the words of the great missionary to China,
our very own St. Joseph Freinademetz, who
said, "The language man can understand is the
language of the heart." There were a number of
instances where I really found myself so helpless
that I could hardly get into the conversation at
hand. In other instances, I encountered questions I
could scarcely answer
fluently in Mandarin.

It is in these moments
especially that St.
Joseph’s experience
comes to mind now as I
look back. St. Joseph's
example helps me to
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realize one essential aspect a missionary must have is
the ability to show love, patience and humility. After
all, it is Christ that should be seen and felt through
my actions.

Against all odds.

The Covid-19 pandemic has spared no one, and
has significantly changed the course of all our lives.
Amidst the challenges this pandemic caused, life
goes on. Ministries and pastoral activities continue
even as the threat continues. We experienced the
unthinkable, and saw the closure of parishes as
well. Yet we found a way, and went online with our
celebrations and other activities. Towards the end of
my OTP experience, I got infected with the virus.
That was a challenging reality. Looking back at the
experience, however, I can only be thankful that I
survived. This brings to mind the fact that many did
not survive. I join everyone else in praying for their
souls, especially parishioners and people I knew.

New horizons await.

As I come now to the end of my OTP
experience, | feel challenged to be more open and
ready to face the realities of the mission field that
I will be sent to in the near future. Coming from
my rich and meaningful experiences in Taiwan, I
should capitalize on my many advantages. I should
grow more deeply in the religious life, and embody
the SVD identity in me. This means rising to the
occasion to be a witness of the Word to the world,
ready always to face new horizons in the great fields
of mission that await me.

For the entirety of my OTP Experience, 2 years,
6 months & 14 days to be exact, I will be forever
indebted to the senior confreres I met in Taiwan, and
to the formators and superiors of the SVD-SIN (SVD
China Province, Taiwan) who were there to support
and encourage not just me, but all of us in our efforts
as seminarians to be good missionaries of the Church
and the SVD. May the Holy Triune God live in our
hearts, and in the hearts of all! As the parting words
of St. Joseph Freinademetz to his beloved hometown
g0, "So long, see you in China." |l
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DECLARATION OF
AUTOMATIC DISMISSAL
FROM THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD

Concordat cum originall
od in Archivie S.V.D.
neralato asservatur
85 DE.A0L
CONGHEGATIO
PRO INSTITUTIR VI CONSECRATAR
ET SOCTETATIRUS VITAE APOSTOLICAL

Frof. n, 52606/ 2022

00164 Ry - Itstta
Most Howy Farhiz, e

The Superior General of the
Socredy of the Dvine Word
requiests of Your Holiness
cenfirmation of the declmtion of s ficte dismisud of
Father Osvaldo G. METZ, SVD,
issued on March 23, 2022,
for the reusons sl farth.

The Lmy s Irentftuter of Cimccmiad L and Socicties of Apostalic Life, having
considered the procedure which was followed and the eviderice presenied, in
sccordance with cunen 694, § 2 of the Code of Canen Law, confirms this declaration
of the I{Mw dincir disenissel of Father Osvaldo G. METZ, for ilBegitimate sbsence from
the religlous howse, pursiuant 1o canon 663, § 2 lnsting for 12 consecutive monihs,

;i:uru inio account that the kecation of the religiouns imself may be wnknown (694
n iy, '

Allthings to the contrary notwithstynding,
Given of the Vatican, fung 24, 2022,

; |
S, Carmien Rom Niortes, N.S.C
Uindersecretary

DECLARATION OF
AUTOMATIC (ipso facto) DISMISSAL
FROM THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD

To: Fr. Osvaldo G. Metz and to all others concerned:

Fr. Osvaldo G. Metz, a professed member of the Society of the Divine Word,
has prolonged unlawful absence since August 7, 2012 and thus has incurred the penalty of
automatic dismissal under can. 694, §1, 3.
The facts are as follows:
. Fr. Metz signed the declaration of voluntary departure from the Society on August 7, 2012.

. The SUMMONS DECREE for Father Osvaldo G. Metz, S.V.D. was issued on December
18, 2020.

. The Summons Decree was posted on the bulletin board in the provincial house on
December 24, 2020, the house of Boundary Street Community in Hong Kong on
December 27, 2020 and the Visitation Parish in Hong Kong where Fr. Metz was last
stationed on December 31, 2020. The text of the Summons Decree also appeared in the
official provincial newsletter that went to all communities, parishes and individual
members residing alone on December 23, 2020.

. Since Fr. Metz did not establish any contact, Fr. Provincial Superior, together with his
Council, after having collected the evidence, issued on March 17, 2021 the
DECLARATION OF FR. METZ'S UNKNOWN WHEREABOUTS.

. Since Fr. Metz did not return to the community by March 17, 2022, that is, after twelve
(12) consecutive months after the Declaration of his unknown whereabouts, Fr. Provincial
Superior, together with his Council, issue this DECLARATION OF THE FACTS.

Therefore, by virtue of Canon Law and the proper law of the Society of the Divine Word, |, the
Provincial Superior, with the concurrence of my council, declare that Fr. Osvaldo G. Metz,
member of the Society of the Divine Word, is automatically dismissed from the Society of the
Divine Word. Vows, rights and obligations of Fr. Metz cease (can. 701). The Society of the
Divine Word shall not be responsible in any manner for Fr. Metz nor for any obligations he
may have assumed.
Given at: SIN Provincial Office, Xingdian District, New
Taipei City, Taiwan
Date:_ 23, March, 2022
(day, month, year)

(Provincial Council Secretary)

Miss ‘()“"Jgf u‘""‘;—

o Maneh 2655052

Concordat cum originati

quad in Archivio 5.V.D.

Genaralato asservatur
L L0

L 05. o
8 24 LB o

3T SOOI s AT APOETOLICAL P. Pater Diko®, Svd
Procuratos Gansiole

WiA DE VERBITE M. 1
Frob. n. SAGHS/2022 00184 Fama - italia

The Superiar General of the
Sociaty of the Livine Word
requests of Yaur Holiness
confirmation of the decluration of josr fcte dismissal of
Father Jin Mizerdk, SVD,
issued on March 23, 2022,
for the reasons set forth,

The Mcastery for dnstifutes of Comsecrafed Life amd Socretfes off Aposiolic Life, having
considered the procedure which was followsd und the evidence presenled, in
accordance with canon 694, § 2 of the Code of Canon Law, confirms this declaration
of the jpse ficto dismissal of Father Jan Mizerik, for legitimate absence from the
religlous house, pursuant 1o canon 665, § 2 lasting for 12 consecutive manths,
taking into aceount that the lecation of the religions himself muy be unknown (694,
§1n.3).

All things to the contrary notwithstanding.
Given at fhe Vatican, June 24, 2022,

(pbstn @Rl
Sr. Carmien Ko Nortes, N.S.C,
tinderseereten

DECLARATION OF
AUTOMATIC (ipso facto) DISMISSAL
FROM THE SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD

To: Fr. Jan Mizerak and to all others concerned:
Fr. Jan Mizerak, a professed member of the Society of the Divine Word,

has prolonged unlawful absence since September 12, 2013 and thus has incurred the penalty
of automatic dismissal under can. 694, §1, 3.

The facts are as follows:

. Fr. Mizerak signed the declaration of voluntary departure from the Society on September
12,2013.

2. The SUMMONS DECREE for Father Jan Mizerak, S.V.D. was issued on December 18,
2020.

3. The Summons Decree was posted on the bulletin board both of the provincial house on
December 24, 2020 and of the house of Ocean Paradise Community in China, where Fr.
Mizerak was last stationed, on December 30, 2020. The text of the Summons Decree also

d in the official provinci that went to all communities, parishes and
individual members residing alone on December 23, 2020.

4. Since Fr. Mizerak did not establish any contact, Fr. Provincial Superior, together with his
Council, after having collected the evidence, issued on March 17, 2021 the
DECLARATION OF FR. MIZERAK'S UNKNOWN WHEREABOUTS.

5. Since Fr. Mizerak did not return to the community by March 17, 2022, that is, after twelve
(12) consecutive months after the Declaration of his unknown whereabouts, Fr. Provincial
Superior, together with his Council, issue this DECLARATION OF THE FACTS.

Therefore, by virtue of Canon Law and the proper law of the Society of the Divine Word, |, the
Provincial Superior, with the concurrence of my council, declare that Fr. Jan Mizerak, member
of the Society of the Divine Word, is automatically dismissed from the Society of the Divine
Word. Vows, rights and obligations of Fr. Mizerak cease (can. 701). The Society of the Divine
Word shall not be responsible in any manner for Fr. Mizerak nor for any obligations he may
have assumed.

Given at: SIN Provincial Office, Xingdian District, New
Taipei City, Taiwan

Date:_23, March, 2022
(day, month, year)
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